
• Mon Aug 3rd— Planning & Zoning @ 7:00 pm 

• Mon Aug 10th— City Council @ 7:00 pm 

• Mon Aug 17th- Heritage Preservation Comm. @ 7:00 pm 

• Mon Aug 24th-  City Council @ 7:00 pm 

• Thu Aug 27th- Economic Development Authority @ 5:30 pm 

C I T Y  O F F I C I A L S   

What:  National Night Out  
When: Tuesday,  August 4th from 6:00—9:00 pm.  

Where: Your Neighborhood  
  National Night Out will be celebrated with neighborhood parties this year.  The police officers, fire 
  department and ambulance service will be visiting the neighborhood parties. Check to see if one is 

in your neighborhood by calling the Chatfield Police Department 867-3331 

Western Days is approaching and the Police Department wants to ask for your patience as there will be some traffic 
disruptions with the parade lineup and parade route. The Police Department hopes that everyone attending 
Western Days has a safe and enjoyable experience.  The Police Department would like everyone to be respectful of 
the community and considerate of others.  If you observe behavior that is not appropriate please call the Police 
Department at 867-3331 and report it.  If no one is in the office, press 0 to be connected with dispatch.  
Remember if something needs immediate attention, please dial 911 because it is the fastest way to have an officer 
respond. The goal is for everyone to have a safe and fun time and to enjoy all that Chatfield has to offer. 

• Tue Sep 8th—  Planning & Zoning @ 7:00 pm 

• Mon Sep 14th— City Council @ 7:00 pm 

• Mon Sep 21st- Heritage Preservation Comm. @ 7:00 pm 

• Thu Sep 24th-  Economic Development Authority @ 5:30 pm 

• Mon Sep 28th- City Council @ 7:00 pm 
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MAYOR 

Les Knutson (507) 867-1500 
mayorknutson@ci.chatfield.mn.us 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Paul Novotny (507) 867-3549 
paulcti@qwestoffice.net 

Ken Jacobson (507) 867-4759 
chatfieldjake@yahoo.com 

Ginny Engle (507) 867-1687 
gineng2@aol.com 

Josh Thompson (507) 867–4448 
councilorthompson@ci.chatfield.mn.us 

Dave Frank (507) 272-7016 
councilorfrank@ci.chatfield.mn.us 
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Chatfield Public Library 
Library Hours: 

Sun & Mon—Closed 
Tue—10:00 am—6:30 pm 
Wed—10:00 am—6:30 pm 
Thu– 10:00 am—8:30 pm 
Fri—9:00 am—5:00 pm 
Sat—9:00 am—2:00 pm 

Book Sale 
Don’t miss the used book sale at the 

 Pavlish Building next to RRSB. 
Thursday, August 6—6:00 pm—9:00 pm 

Friday, August 7– 4:00 pm—9:00 pm 
Saturday, August 8—9:00 am—5:00 pm 

Sunday, August 9-1:00 pm-3:00 pm 

www.ci.chatfield.mn.us 
 
Phone:  507-867-3810 
Fax:  507-867-9093 
21 Second Street SE Chatfield, MN 55923 

C I T Y  O F  C H A T F I E L D  

In Case of Emergency:  9-1-1 
 
Ambulance (Non Emergency)  507-867-4446 
Police (Non Emergency)   507-867-3331 
Chatfield Public Library   507-867-3480 

 Potter Auditorium &  

 the Elementary School Buildings...
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V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  4 4  

C O M M U N I T Y  
L I N K  

T he transformation of the ele-
mentary school that is being 

vacated, along with Potter Audito-
rium, represents one of the great-
est opportunities and challenges to 
our community in a really long 
time.  This article is intended to 
shed light on some of the issues 
that go along with transforming a 
public building from one use to an-
other and to provide an opportunity 
for residents to discuss these 
same issues.    

The opportunities are fairly obvious 
as there is always a need for mu-
seum space, senior citizen space, 
meeting rooms for civic groups and 
more.  Furthermore, the enhance-
ment of Potter Auditorium could be 
the community’s single biggest op-
portunity as it has the potential to 
host many activities attractive to 
residents and visitors. 

The challenges are pretty obvious, 
too.  There is no question that 
there is an emotional attachment 
to these buildings that have edu-
cated the youth of our community 
for so many decades.  There is no 
question that residents and visitors 
have a natural affinity for the dis-

tinctive architectural features of 
the 1916 building and Potter Audi-
torium.  There is no question that 
people appreciate the functionality 
of the 1954 building that has ac-
commodated the many breakfast 
fundraisers, community education 
activities and soapbox derbies over 
the years.  And, there is no ques-
tion that everyone knows that it 
costs real money to heat and main-
tain these buildings. 

At a time like this, when a school 
district no longer needs a building, 
the District needs to make deci-
sions fairly rapidly because of the 
costs and liabilities involved.  Sim-
ply put, school districts have little 
ability to hold and maintain build-
ings that they no longer need. 

That notwithstanding, the Chatfield 
School District has been quite ac-
commodating in exploring the op-
portunities the facilities offer.   

In late 2007, the District assem-
bled a fairly broad group of resi-
dents who met for a number of 
months, providing input on the fu-
ture uses of Potter Auditorium and 
the surrounding property.  It be-
came clear that District patrons 
placed a high value on Potter Audi-
torium and would like that facility 
enhanced.  Eventually, as it be-
came clear that the demolition of 
the 1916 and 1954 buildings 
would be under consideration, the 

District asked the City to retain a 
Preservation Consultant to conduct 
a study of the entire property in 
order to better understand the his-
torical significance of the property.  
Late in the fall of 2008, the District 
assembled a smaller group who 
were charged with applying for 
grant funding from the legislature 
and federal government.  That ef-
fort continues, including discus-
sions about who should own this 
property and how to provide con-
tinuing funds to support the prop-
erty in the future. 

The City has been assisting this 
effort in several ways.  It has ad-
dressed this property in its Park 
Master Plan, its Land Use Plan and 
has officially stated that it is inter-
ested in this property in the context 
of maintaining a “town square.”  At 
the same time, the City’s Heritage 
Preservation Commission has been 
managing the study that is explor-
ing the historical aspects of the 
property.   

The transformation of Potter Audi-
torium and the elementary build-
ings is one of the highest priorities 
of the community.  The School Dis-
trict and the City are working to-
gether where possible and hope 
that the variety of challenges and 
opportunities, some of which con-
flict with each other, are under-
stood by the public. 
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